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As you are driving along 
this rather bumpy and vast 
pandemic road, I hope that 
you and your extended family 
are managing well.  As we 
weather the ‘wind gusts’ of 
more COVID variants, there is 

already the promise of warmer temperatures and 
the opportunity to be outdoors enjoying fresh air, 
exercise, and soon in a few weeks - - beautiful 
green lawns and Spring flowers.  Gardening 
opportunities await for those of you who wish to 
detour and take advantage of this joy-filled hobby.  
If gardening is not your forte, then supporting 
local and visiting a Farmers’ Market may be a 
viable substitute for you—so that you can enjoy 
the garden produce and flowers in the upcoming 
months.
Here is a snapshot of our STS Chapter activities 
held in 2021-2022: monthly virtual ‘Sew Much 
Fun’ sessions, outdoor walking each Monday 
morning, and weekly Tuesday afternoon bowling 
at Eastview Bowl.  Your STS Saskatoon Chapter 
Executive members met in person in September, 
and subsequently, met via Zoom each month.  
We look forward to the upcoming virtual STS 
Provincial AGM on May 11 and 12, where a new 
Provincial Executive will be elected and many 
important resolutions will be discussed.  Please let 
me know, if this is an area of interest for you.  We 
would appreciate your ‘virtual’ support in being a 
Delegate at this upcoming AGM.
This year our Chapter provided a $1000 
scholarship for the U of S College of Education’s 

Awards Celebration and a $500 donation to the 
McDowell Foundation.  We have increased the 
amount of the U of S Scholarship to $2500 for the 
upcoming year, as tuition costs soar.
It is terrific news that our Chapter membership 
now exceeds 2735 superannuates!  We cannot 
wait until such time as we can meet face-to-face 
to socialize and have fun.  We anticipate a Fall 
election for your Chapter’s Executive.   There will 
be openings on our Executive, and we encourage 
you to become involved in your STS at the local 
level.  Our Executive has 32 members, so that the 
old adage ‘many hands make for light work’ really 
rings true!  Most committees have co-chairs so that 
travel commitments are always possible for all our 
Executive members.
We have already booked banquet dates for 2022-
2023 at the Western Development Museum.  Being 
able to connect with our membership and hold 
our ‘Brunch with the Bunch’ in September and the 
Annual Craft Fair in December will be something 
special to look forward to in the months ahead.  
Who knows if a Christmas Choir of superannuates 
might be able to ‘top off’ such an event this year?  
Stay tuned for further updates.
In conclusion, your Executive members are 
working to make great things happen for our 
membership and we are wishing you a special 
Spring.  Keep ‘filling your bucket’ with activities 
that are intrinsically enjoyable for you.  May you 
enjoy the many sites along the roadways (and 
detours), as we journey through more promising 
and sun-filled times.
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Application forms are available from your 
pharmacy or by contacting the Seniors’ Drug Plan 
office at 1-800-667-7581.
We have another government program the 
S A S K AT C H E WA N  S P E C I A L S U P P O RT 
PROGRAM (SSP).  This program is available 
for persons of all ages to assist them with 
drug costs that are using a substantial portion 
of their incomes.  You must apply for this 
program.  Application forms are available 
on  l ine  (Saskatchewan Heal th  websi te ,  
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/health/
prescription-drug-plans-and-health-coverage/
extended-benefits-and-drug-plan/drug-cost-
assistance) or from your pharmacy.  You may be 
required by the STS Extended Health Plan to apply 
for this coverage if your utilization of the STS Plan 
reaches $800.  In this case your notification letter 
from the Ministry of Health must be submitted 
to the STS Office so that your drug claims are not 
suspended until you do so.
If you have any other questions about the STS 
Group Benefit Plan, please call the STS Office 
at 306-373-3879 or send them an email at  
sts@sts.sk.ca
Happy Springtime!

Public Relations/Advocacy/Resolutions

Margaret Martin (bill.marg@sasktel.net)        
Randy Danyliw (randydanyliw@shaw.ca)

Weather in Saskatchewan in April never ceases 
to amaze me—some days are sunny and warmer 
while others are dreary and rainy with even some 
snowflakes!  
Certainly, we are hoping that this next Covid 
wave will not cause severe illness and that we all 
can enjoy travelling and visiting with family and 
friends again.  
By now you will have noted in OUTREACH that a 
new Group Benefits Plan has been negotiated with 
Saskatchewan Blue Cross.  It will be a two-year 
agreement beginning July 1, 2022 with a number of 
enhancements and reasonable premium increases.  
It is also important to note that STS members can 
apply for membership in the Extended Health 
Plan including the Travel Plan and/or the Dental 
Plan without providing evidence of good health 
within 60 days of retiring or leaving a spouse’s 
group medical plan or the death of a superannuate 
or active teacher.  After that 60-day window the 
applicant will need to provide medical evidence.  
It is also important for all superannuates to apply 
prior to their 65th birthday to become members of 
the Saskatchewan Seniors Drug Plan.  Membership 
in this Plan is dependent on the income level of the 
applicant.  The Plan provides reduced prescription 
drug costs for those who are eligible.  If the 
individual is also a member of the STS Extended 
Health Plan, a reduced premium rate is available 
upon receipt at the STS Office of the letter from 
the Ministry of Health confirming your eligibility. 

Congratulations Fred Herron
2022 Provincial STS Honourary Life Member

Fred Herron was a dedicated and conscientious employee of the Superannuated 
Teachers of Saskatchewan as Executive Secretary for 19 years and on the Provincial 
Executive for 22 years.  His work ethic for all superannuates and “about to be” 
superannuates was remarkable.  The Saskatoon Chapter always knew he would be 
present for us with answers to questions or provide direction for our discussions.  
His preparedness, professionalism, and knowledge has helped countless STS 
members find solutions to questions as we prepared for the deliberations at our 
STS Annual General Meeting or as we requested answers to questions about the 
STS Group Benefit Plan. He served many years in a dual role as STS Executive 

Secretary and as the ACER-CART representative for the STS representing us at the Canadian level, as well. He 
has been a friend to all!  As members of the Saskatoon Chapter of the STS, we thank him for his many years of 
service and congratulate him as a recipient of this Provincial HLM award!
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       Telephone Committee
Co-Chairs: Lois Pyne and Leslie Sichello

“ The way I see it, if you want a rainbow, you 
gotta put up with the rain.” Dolly Parton  

Perhaps if that is how we approach life these days, 
after two full years of COVID and now the ugliness 
in the Ukraine, we can start “ looking very hard for a 
rainbow” …..soon!!!

I know our telephoning committee has in fact, been 
a “rainbow” in the lives of the 47 people they have 
continued to keep in touch with these past months. 
Thank you telephoners, so much.

Leslie and I have welcomed 33 new members to our 
Chapter (as of March 15, 2022) since September 1, 
2021. I am hoping we will soon meet all 33 in person, 
at some event.

If you have any questions or would like to 
be added to our telephone lists to receive 
Chapter info please contact one of our co-chairs: 

 Lois Pyne - 306-978-8248
Leslie Sichello - 306-477-2839

Consider Joining the  
STS Saskatoon Chapter Executive! 

  We would be delighted if you let your name 
stand for our ‘slate of officers’, when we once 
again hold an election- - hopefully in the Fall. You 
do not have to make a commitment to be present 
for all 10 Executive meetings. That is why our 
subcommittees each have two people.
   We anticipate openings on a few subcommittees. 
Already we know that we will need someone to 
further develop and keep our web page current. If 
this is of interest for you, we have funds that can be 
used for in-service in this area. 
   We will also need a Vice President and someone 
to assist with organizing activities, assistance 
as Email Co-Chair, a Registration person and 
Membership/Directory person. Stay tuned for 
further updates and openings.
   If you can help out your membership by joining 
the STS Saskatoon Chapter Executive for 2022-
2023, please contact:

Lyle Markowski - 306-371-2761 or 
                            email: lylemark@sasktel.net 
Eileen Deneiko -306-477-0989 or 
                            email: eileen.deneiko@sasktel.net

Want to Learn More About Your STS? 

Congratulations  
2022 Saskatoon Chapter Scholarship Winner - Melissa Longworth

Melissa Longworth is this year ’s STS Saskatoon Chapter Scholarship 
recipient. Melissa is a fourth-year student from Saskatoon whose teaching 
areas are Modern Languages (Major) and Mathematics (Minor).

Melissa writes:  I am inspired to become a French teacher 
because I get to learn and grow with my students every 
day while watching them realize their full potential. I have 
always loved learning, and teaching will allow me to share 
unique learning experiences with my students.
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“ “
Sew Much Fun . . .Backstitching (or Looking Back!)   

Activities & Events           
Activities: Darlene Danyliw @ darlene.danyliw@ shaw.ca; or Lyle Markowski @ lylemark@sasktel.net

Sew Much Fun started as an STS, Saskatoon Chapter initiative in spring of 2018.  We had about $300 dollars 
left over from the provincial quilting retreat we hosted in 2017 and those meagre dollars served as seed money 
to start a regular sewing/crafting group for our Chapter.  During those first 3 years, we  held sewing classes 
and personal sewing days almost monthly from September to June.  Tote bags, wall hangings, rope bowls, 
decorations, quilting projects . . .such a variety of classes, terrific teachers, and a whole lot of fun had by all!
    Then, we all know what happened!  It suddenly became unwise to put lots of people in one room together, 
health measures were put in place, and we needed to get creative in order to keep our sewing adventures 
going.  Thanks to Ann Atchison knowing how to host Zoom sessions, we’ve been meeting up with each other 
without even leaving our own homes.
    Our first virtual sewing day was held in March 2021 and we’ve hosted 12 sewing days since then.  The 
average attendance at each event is 22 people, with our busiest day being 38 attendees in March 2021 and our 
lowest number being 14 in November 2021.  62 different individuals have attended.  Some attend regularly, 
while others have attended off and on as it works for them.
    Our sewing days fire up at 10:00 a.m. and end about 3:30ish. Some come for a short visit while others stay 
for the day . . .while still others take a break mid-day to walk the dog (or have a nap!) and return again in 
the afternoon.  Some come to sew and some come for the visiting, coffee/tea in hand. The majority of our 
participants are Saskatchewan residents, but one regular attender now lives in BC.  Others have joined us from 
warmer locales while away for the winter.
    In every sewing day, we all seem to manage to learn something new and ask each other all kinds of 
questions when we are stumped with a project.  Lots of times we set aside a few minutes for a good old 
fashioned “show and tell” where we hold up what we’re working on or what we’ve just finished . . .a great 
way to have our confidences built when we hear the kind words of other sewers in the “zoom room”!
    When the time is right, your Sew Much Fun Planning Team-Wanda, Phyllis, Ann, Gillian, Mary Lou, Linda,  
& Kim look forward to announcing face-to-face days with one another!  Having said that, we wouldn’t be 
surprised if we end up continuing with the odd virtual sewing day here and there.  We’ve learned over the 
past year that its so easy to sew from home – with no packing of sewing machines and supplies to take to a 
workshop. On the other side though, we sure miss the hum and laughter of a busy room full of crafters!

Sew Much Fun Project Ideas for You . . .
If you are keen to do a fun little sewing project, but you feel like 
you’d benefit from a terrific instructor, take a look at Spencer Ogg’s 
webpage and blog.  Spencer hails from the UK and has a wonderful 
set of patterns and online instructional tutorials (lots are free . . 
.some have a fee).  You can find Spencer and her free products at: 
https://www.spencerogg.com/blog-masonry/
On her site, you will find tote bags, wine bottle carriers, baskets, 
wallets, organizers . . .all kinds of things that are perfect for yourself 
or for making quick gifts  for someone else.
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A Note from the 
Card Committee

Pat Orchard
306-373-9905
pattymel@sasktel.net

Gladys Somerville
306-242-6668
gsomer@sasktel.net

“Think about picking up your mail, there’s 
a bright card envelope among all the bills, and 
instantly your day is brighter. It brings the 
knowledge that someone   cares enough about you 
to take the time to mail a special message to you.”

gallery collection.com. 

   If you would like to make the day brighter 
for someone, please contact us so that we 
can send a special hand-written message in 
a hand-crafted greeting card to that special 
person. 
   From your Card Committee Co-Chairs

Shirley Henderson 
306-374-5388 
rshenderson@sasktel.net

Carol Shanner
306-374-8415 
cshanner63@shaw.ca

“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, 
a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 
compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which 
have the potential to turn a life around..’’

                    Leo Buscaglia 
 
  Our Committee has found creative and safe 
ways to send or deliver greeting cards or letters 
on behalf of the Saskatoon Chapter. We stay 
in touch with our STS shut-ins who could use 
an encouraging word or some contact with the 
outside world. 

To our volunteers, a huge thank you for your 
service. We wish our volunteers and the 
superannuates they keep in contact with a 
Happy Spring 2022! 

If you know of a shut-in superannuate who 
would enjoy contact from one of our volunteers, 
please contact our committee.

Our group just keeps walking! 
Monday mornings at 9:00 am

Join us! If you are interested in walking 
with our motivated group, please contact 
Loretta Metzger at metzgerl@shaw.ca.

Join us when you are available! 

Register with Darlene at 306-249-4494 or 
email: darlene.danyliw@shaw.ca 

STS Saskatoon Chapter 
 

June 14, 2022 
9:30 am 

$29.00 walking

$45.00 riding

The ACER-CART Communications Committee 
invites all members to visit acer-cart.org and click on 
Canadian Photo Gallery to both enjoy the pictures 
already submitted and to submit pictures of your 
own.

ACER-CART is the national voice of the 
retired educational community.
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Our Saskatoon Chapter of Superannuated 
Teachers of Saskatchewan (STS) is the 
largest Chapter in the province with over 
2700 members.

Upcoming STS Provincial Activities

2022 STS Provincial Golf Tournament

Hosted by Parkland Chapter 

Date: Monday, June 6 &  
  Tuesday, June 7, 2022 

Location: Hidden Hills of Shellbrook Golf  
         Club and Canwood Pines Golf  
       Course 

All entrants must pre-register by  
            May 31, 2022 

For further information contact: 

Robert Hryniuk 
Phone: 1-306-466-2253 
Email: dudley.hryniuk@sasktel.net 

2022 STS Provincial Pickleball
Hosted by Outlook & District Chapter

“Spring Fling” Pickleball Tournament 

Date: Saturday, May 28, 2022 

Location: Dinsmore Memorial Arena 

Time: 10:00 a.m. (ending approx. 4:00 p.m.) 

Mixed Round Robin for Superannuated Teach-
ers, their partners, and friends. Players will be 
guaranteed six games to 15 points with different 
partners. 

Lunch is available for purchase. 

Cost to enter will be $10. 
 
Registration will be considered complete when 
the form is submitted, and payment is received 
via e-transfer.

Please email registration to: 

Ellen Manson: mansone357@gmail.com

Last day to register is May 21, 2022. 

For further information contact: 

Sue Lytle 
Phone: 306-846-7949 
Email: susan.lytle@outlook.com 

http://www.sts.sk.ca/wp-content/uploads/
STS-2022-Pickleball-Registration.pdf

  All members can access THE Voice online at:
www.sts-saskatoon.ca/the-voice/

  Unless you have specif ical ly requested 
online only, the Fall issue of THE Voice is 
sent to all members. To change to online only 
or receive printed issues of THE Voice contact  
us at: ijkitt@sasktel.net

If your email, phone or address changes, please 
include your STS Office (306) 373-3879 when 
notifying people of the change.



SPRING 2022  7

May 2022

May 4 – Executive Meeting (Virtual)  
       9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Finalize Budget 
               11:30 a.m. Pre-AGM Meeting
 
May 11-12 – Provincial STS AGM (Virtual) 

June 2022

June 1 – Executive Meeting
  Year-end Committee Reports due  
  (to President)

June 6-7 – Provincial STS Golf  
       Shellbrook/Canwood 
June 14 - Saskatoon Chapter - Spring Texas 
                Scramble Golf

2022 STS Chapter Events & Meeting Dates
. . . Dates are tenative! 

Chapter Events and Executive meetings take place in  
Eamer Auditorium, STF Building, unless otherwise 
noted. There is no admission charge. Friends and 
family welcome at all Chapter Events.
 
Banquets are held at the Western Development 
Museum.  
 
Tickets for Banquets can be purchased from 
members of the Executive-
  Irma Kittelson: 306-934-0881 or ijkitt@sasktel.net or 
  Lyle Markowski: 306-371-2761 or  
    lylemark@sasktel.net
 

All STS Events and Meetings are Scent Free!

September 2022
September 6 - STS Texas Scramble Golf
September 7 – Executive Meeting
September  28 – Brunch with the Bunch (WDM)

October 2022
October 5 – Executive Meeting 
October 19 - Fall Social 

November 2022

November 2 – Executive & Resolutions Meeting 
November 7-9 – STS Provincial Curling 
                 Yorkton, SK 
November 16 – Chapter Event

December 2022 

December 7 – Executive Meeting
December 14 –  Christmas Banquet/Craft Sale at  
   Western Development Museum
      10:30 a.m. – Craft Sale     
   12:15 p.m. – Banquet 

Executive Meetings take place at 9:30 a.m. on the first Wednesday of each month with the exception  
of January (2nd Wednesday).  At this time some in-person meetings are not available.

  Your Editor: Darlene Danyliw

 We welcome your submissions...
 Deadlines for submissions to The Voice:
  Fall Issue - June 30, 2022
  Winter Issue – November 30, 2022
  Spring Issue – March 31, 2023
Please send to: stsvoiceeditor@gmail.com

We will be producing a new directory early in 
2023.  To make sure your contact information 
is up-to date, please contact the STS Office if 
you have changed your address, cancelled 
your landline, or have a preferred phone 
number you wish to use.

New STS Directory coming in 2023
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2020-2022 STS – Saskatoon Chapter Executive
President Eileen Deneiko 306-477-0989
Vice President Lyle Markowski 306-371-2761
Secretary Linda Ashley 306-955-2498
Secretary Assistant Donna McTavish 306-270-4497
Treasurer Judy Pidskalny 306-955-0026
Assistant Treasurer Irma Kittelson 306-934-0881
 
Standing Committees
Activities Co-Chair Lyle Markowski 306-371-2761
Activities Co-Chair Darlene Danyliw 306-249-4494
Activities - Groups Elaine Broughton 306-242-3205
Archives Stella Shulhan 306-242-9411
Cards Co-Chair Pat Orchard 306-373-9905
Cards Co-Chair Gladys Somerville 306-242-6668
Email Co-Chair Bonnie Semenoff 306-931-1196
Email Co-Chair Roland Nordick 306-934-4948
Membership/Directory 
Co-Chair Zonia Krushelniski 306-221-9158
Co-Chair Sadie Urban 306-343-6451
Membership Recognition 
Co-Chair Phyllis Wilson 306-380-0684
Program 
Co-Chair Peter Stroh 306-374-3543
Co-Chair Freda Robinson 306-374-6722

PR/Advocacy/Resolutions

Co-Chair Margaret Martin 306-373-4433 
Co-Chair Randy Danyliw 306-249-4494

Registration
Co-Chair Diane Selby 306-373-0080
Co-Chair Joan Hickie 306-373-0385
Social 
Co-Chair Cecile Martell 306-934-5849 
Co-Chair Corinne Sturby 306-955-9008
Special Occasions Committee 
Co-Chair Loretta Metzger 306-382-6769
Co-Chair Kaye Wolfater 306-651-0153 
STS Liaison Jane Isinger   306-933-2927
Telephoning 
Co-Chair Lois Pyne 306-978-8248
Co-Chair Leslie Sichello 306-477-2839 
The Voice Editor Darlene Danyliw 306-249-4494 
The Voice Assistant Editor Ardelle Chicilo 306-649-2858  
Visiting Co-Chair Shirley Henderson  306-374-5388 
Visiting Co-Chair Carol Shanner 306-374-8415 
Website/Mail Labeling Irma Kittelson 306-934-0881
Ad Hoc Editorial Committee:
Margaret Martin, Irma Kittelson, Lyle Markowski

Provincial Executive Members from Saskatoon Chapter:
Councillor Jane Isinger   306-933-2927
Members At Large Diane Selby 306-373-0080
Executive Secretary  Murray Wall  306-373-3879
STS Office Colleen Bailey 306-373-3879 
 Heather Hase 306-373-3879
 MJ Kripps 306-373-3879

www.sts.sk.ca

 
www.sts-saskatoon.ca

Disclaimer of Content 
All reports in THE Voice, excluding Executive 
reports, represent the information and 
opinions of the authors and not necessarily 
those of the STS Saskatoon Chapter.

Website: www.sts-saskatoon.ca
Email: stsvoiceeditor@gmail.com

To have THE Voice mailed to you,  please contact Irma @ ijkitt@sasktel.net 
All editions of THE Voice are available online at www.sts-saskatoon.ca

Note: If you have requested 
a mailed copy, only one copy 
is sent to households where 
both spouses are members.   


