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President’s Message
    Winter greetings!  On behalf 
of your STS Saskatoon Chapter 
Executive, I wish you a new year 
filled with happiness, contentment, 
and most importantly, the best 
of health.  Even as our global 
pandemic continues, I encourage 

you to do something special for yourself each day to 
foster a sense of joy.  Yes, the choices may be more 
limited than they were a year ago; however, taking 
time to read, exercise, and pursue an interesting 
hobby will help to see you through these snowy 
days.  Connecting with friends and former colleagues, 
via phone calls, FaceTime, Zoom, or Skype can 
also be very uplifting for all involved.  It is at times 
like this that we can be thankful for technology.   
   Your local Chapter hopes that soon we can 
offer some small group interest classes once 
again, following the SHA provincial COVID-
19 guidelines.  I know that the ‘Sew Much Fun’ 
group has a wonderful slate of possible monthly 
classes lined up until June.  Yoga was also a popular 
fitness activity this past October and November.  
So, it would be wonderful to resume those classes, 
when guidelines permit.  The Walking Group has 
managed to continue weekly outdoor walking 
sessions while physically distancing.  If you have 
other ideas for small group sessions, when it is 
possible to assemble again, please do not hesitate 
to contact one of our Executive members.  One 
small event at a time, we will come together to 
reconnect our STS Saskatoon Chapter community. 
   We are in the process of building our calendar 
for  ac t iv i t i es ,  soc ia l s ,  and  meet ings  for 

the 2021-2022 year. Stay tuned for further 
updates about tentative dates for banquets, 
evening socials, and Chapter meetings.  We 
will keep you ‘in the loop’ via our website, 
monthly emails or phone calls, and Facebook. 
    Although the past year has been extremely different 
and challenging for everyone due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, I want to express my sincere thanks to all 
the STS Saskatoon Chapter Executive members and 
the volunteers within our subcommittees.  They have 
been involved in ‘behind the scenes’ work during 
the pandemic such as: writing email newsletters, 
designing and publishing THE Voice, creating and 
sending cards, phoning our shut-ins and those on the 
phoning list for newsletter information, managing 
our financial records, maintaining our website 
and Facebook presence, updating our membership 
data base, working to produce our Membership 
Directory, and supporting our interest groups.  It 
takes a team effort to make all these great things 
(and more) happen when we have not been 
able to meet as an Executive since March.  It is 
wonderful that two of our Executive members are 
also involved with our Provincial STS Executive 
and its sub-committees, working on our behalf.  I 
am so appreciative of everyone’s extra efforts to 
make wonderful things happen for our membership. 
   In closing, ‘hats off’ to all the frontline workers in 
our province and country, who have worked tirelessly 
to benefit our STS membership in many, many ways 
during these trying times.  I am extremely grateful 
for all their courageous efforts.  May they, and all 
of you, stay resilient and healthy in the year ahead. 
   Sending you warm winter wishes,

S U P E R A N N U A T E D  T E A C H E R S  O F  S A S K A T C H E W A N  —  S A S K A T O O N  C H A P T E R
Editor: Darlene Danyliw 306-249-4494 stsvoiceeditor@gmail.com  
PLEASE NOTE: Send all submissions to stsvoiceeditor@gmail.com 
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   Thank you to The Voice for the opportunity to 
introduce myself to superannuated teachers in the 
Saskatoon Chapter!  My preference would certainly 
be to introduce myself in person, and my hopes are 
that a timely end to COVID-19 will occur so we can 
return to a semblance of normalcy. 
The STS Provincial Executive hired me into the role 
of STS Executive Secretary as of July 1, 2020 with 
the retirement of Fred Herron.  Talk about big shoes 
to fill!  Although no one can match Fred’s wealth of 
experience and expertise, I am honored that the STS 
Executive has entrusted me with this responsibility.  
I have benefited from being able to work alongside 
Fred in the STS office for six months, along with 
a great office staff, as we engaged in a period of 
transition.
   My background is well steeped in public education 
in our province.  My father was an elementary school 
principal in Saskatoon for most of his career, and 
I have taught in a number of rural communities 
around the province.  My most recent teaching 
was in the community of Watrous where I taught 
primarily high school math and science.  
   Recently, I also worked supporting teachers and 
public education as an STF Senior Administrative 
Staff member.  This work took me on the road a 
fair bit where I had the opportunity to see many 
cities, towns and remote corners of our beautiful 
province, as well as the teachers that worked there.  
This work, as well as, the two years I served as STF 
President, have provided great experience working 
with teachers and supporting their needs.
   My goals in working as Executive Secretary are 
to continue to ensure the STS is well governed and 
administrated, that superannuated teachers’ needs 
are attended to and that the funds we are entrusted 
with are handled properly and transparently.  
   My wife Lynnette and I currently live in Saskatoon 
and have two grown children, one grandchild and 
another on the way.
   I look forward to meeting or talking with you soon!

Welcoming 

Murray Wall   We hope that this report finds you both healthy 
and safe.  This pandemic has caused many anxieties 
and desires for things to go back to “normal”.  
Unfortunately, this does not appear to be happening 
anytime soon.  
  Some of our members may be thinking of the 
warmer climates you are used to at this time of year.  
As you ponder these ideas and decide on vacation 
plans both within Canada or out of country, please be 
aware of the exclusions on our STS Group Plan Travel 
Benefit.  Our STS Travel Benefit includes insurance 
for stays of no longer than 65 days out of province 
or out of country for each vacation.  Saskatchewan 
Blue Cross has a new travel provider, and they do 
not give an advantage of a lower premium for top-up 
travel insurance for members of the STS Extended 
Health Plan. If you require these top-up days, 
please check with various providers for cost and 
their travel exclusions related to these top-up days.  
Also most importantly consider the medical services 
provided in the areas in which you wish to travel. 
For further information about our STS Extended 
Health Plan Travel Benefit please check for up to date 
information on the Saskatchewan Blue Cross website: 
https://www.sk.bluecross.ca/covid-19-information. 
  The STF Annual Meeting of Council was held 
virtually in October, 2020.  The STS Resolution, “Be 
It Resolved that the Pension and Benefits Board 
communicate any revisions regarding fundamental 
changes to Portaplan to a meeting of Council prior 
to their implementation”, was passed both in small 
groups and in the final plenary.  
  It now appears that the 2021 STS Annual AGM will 
take place virtually in May of 2021.  The resolutions 
that were submitted for the 2020 AGM will be 
discussed and voted upon at this time.  If there are 
any other issues or concerns that you would like us 
to bring forth as a resolution, please contact either 
Randy Danyliw or Margaret Martin.  
  We would like to wish each of you a very happy, safe 
and healthy winter and the very best of wishes for 
2021!  

Public Relations/
Advocacy/Resolutions

Margaret Martin (bill.marg@sasktel.net)
Randy Danyliw (randydanyliw@shaw.ca)
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  Your Editor: Darlene Danyliw
   We welcome your submissions...
 2020 -2021 Deadlines for submissions to The Voice:
 Spring Issue - March 31 , 2021 
 Fall Issue - June 30, 2021
 Winter Issue – November 30, 2021
Please send to: stsvoiceeditor@gmail.com

Card Committee
With a greeting card, “the combination of illustrations 
and highly personal hand-written words is an 
undisputed, all powerful means of expression” to 
acknowledge a special moment in one’s life.  www.
pemberlyfox.com

If you know of a member who would be 
happy to receive a Thinking of You, Sympathy, 
Thank You, Congratulations, Milestone 
Anniversary or Birthday card from the STS, 
we would be pleased to make that happen.   
Please contact:    

Pat Orchard 
306-373-9905 

pattymel@sasktel.net 

Gladys Somerville
306-242-6668

gsomer@sasktel.net

**Should you prefer to receive a printed copy 
of THE Voice please contact Darlene:  
                306-249-4494 or  
                stsvoiceeditor@gmail.com.

Becoming - Michelle Obama
Emperor Series - Conn Iggulden
The Gown - Jennifer Robson
Sycamore Row - John Grisham
Louisiana Longshot - Jana DeLeon
Small Great Things - Jodi Picoult
One Good Deed - David Baldacci 
The Secret Bride - Diane Haeger
The Thirteenth Tale - Diane Setterfield
The Girl in the Green Sweater - Krystyna Chiger 
Meet Me in Monico - Hazel Gaynor & Heather Webb

  

    Throughout this past difficult year our Committee 
has found safe ways to stay in touch with the STS 
shut-ins who could use an encouraging word or some 
contact with the outside world.  For this a huge 
bouquet of thanks goes out to these special people.
During the busy Christmas season our dedicated 
volunteers found creative and safe ways to send or 
deliver a greeting card or letter along with a small gift 
on behalf of the Saskatoon Chapter.  Thank you so 
much for your service.
  On behalf of the Visitation Committee, we wish 
our volunteers and the superannuates they keep in 
contact with a very Happy and Healthy 2021.
   If you know of a shut-in superannuate who would 
enjoy contact from one of our volunteers, please 
contact our committee.

“There are few things more precious than the 
gift of a warm smile and an encouraging word.”            

(Celebrating Teachers, Pam’s Den Inc.)

Co-chairs:
Shirley Henderson  Carol Shanner
306-374-5388 306-374-8415
rshenderson@sasktel.net cshanner@shaw.ca

available at...
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Activities & Events           
Activities: Ardelle Chicilo @ jchicilo@sasktel. net or Lyle Markowski @ lylemark@sasktel.net

2021 Saskatoon Chapter Directory 

The Saskatoon Chapter Directory will be issued early in 2021.  The Directory will be available only upon 
member request. Please email your request to the Saskatoon Chapter at: sts.saskatoon@gmail.com or 
complete and mail the form below.

*If  you  do not  want  your  name,  address,  or  phone number  listed in  the Directory, please email your 
request to:sts.saskatoon@gmail.com or mail your request to the address shown below. 

When the Directory is available, Chapter members who reside in Saskatoon and have requested a printed 
copy will be asked to pick up their copy at a location to be determined. Pick up dates will be announced. 
Directories will also be available at Chapter and Special Events.  

I would like to receive a copy of the
 2021 Saskatoon Chapter Directory.

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

Phone ________________________________________

*Email ________________________________________

 

I do not wish to have the following information 
listed in the 2021 Saskatoon Directory.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

*Email addresses will not be published and are for contact purposes only.
**If you have previously sent or emailed your request, you do not have to resend.

Please mail to:  D. Danyliw
 350 Mulcaster Crt 
 Saskatoon, SK S7N 4B1

The STS Walking Group keeps walkin’— 
we walk together—physically distancing, 
2 meters (6 feet) apart Mondays at  
9 a.m.  Register with Loretta (metzgerl@
shaw.ca) to receive our weekly routes. You 
can also watch the STS Facebook page.   

Deadline for Directory requests: January 30, 2021

For more information or to join contact: 
Allison Hunter @ 306-373-4333

The STS Bowling League continues. The League 
plays at Eastview Bowl on Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.

Starting January 5th - 10 pin league...
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“Sew Much Fun”! now on Hold...
“Sew Much Fun classes” are on hold until it is 
safe and permissible for us to get together again.  
Please keep your eyes on the STS monthly emails 
for the latest updates. 

The following classes are scheduled beginning 
in January 2021.  We hope some or all of them 
will be able to proceed.  If you are interested in 
registering for any of these classes, please contact 
Wanda Drew at wandaldrew@gmail.com.

Thread Painting with Jean Berndt
Last year, Jean introduced some of us to the idea 
of thread painting landscapes.  Come on out for 
a chance to learn about this technique or to hone 
your skills with Jean.  Cost for this class is $20.

Return of the Rope Bowls
Rope bowl making was so fun and popular last time 
around that we are bringing it back!  Thanks, Trish 
Thurgood-York, for agreeing to lead another class 
and introducing us to some of the new techniques 
you’ve been playing with!  The cost for this class is 
$20 plus cost of rope.

Free Motion Quilting
Jean Berndt will lead us through a day of free 
motion quilting.  Jean is much sought after as an 
instructor for this technique and we are lucky to 
have her leading the day!  The cost for this class is 
$20.
 
Making Market Tote Bags
Brenda Sawchuk will lead this fun  
day of sewing as she teaches us how to make her 
adorable Market Tote Bags.  Start looking for just 
the right fabrics for this fun day!  The cost for this 
class is $20.

Serge Ahead with Kathy Kennedy from the 
Sewing Machine Store

Originally scheduled for the spring of 2020 — fast 
forward to the spring of 2021. This class will teach 
us how to use the sergers that many of us have 
but have never used . . .or we use them, but we 
need a refresher.  Cost for this class is $20.

“ “

If you have ideas for additional classes, get in 
touch with a member of your planning committee 
(Wanda Drew, Ann Atchison, Mary Lou Ast, Linda 
Ashley, Gillian Thompson-Black, Phyllis Wilson, Kim 
Newlove).  They would love to hear from you!

Stay well . . .and sew long for now!

Decorative Seasonal Balls made at our October 9th class 
with Brenda Sawchuk.

Photo provided by Eileen Deneiko

From this...

To this...

SEWING MACHINE VS SERGER VS COVERSTITCH 
COMPARISON TABLE

Sewing Machine

Practical day to day 
sewing.

Di fferent  st i tch 
l e n g t h s  a n d 
decorative stitches

Can do decorative 
s t i t c h e s  a n d 
gathering

Makes buttonholes

Serger

Specialized seams 
and  neaten ing 
with cutting blade.

Differential feed 
tackles difficult to 
sew fabrics and 
stretch knits.

Can gather, add 
rolled hems and 
a t t a c h  e l a s t i c 
n o  d e c o ra t i v e 
stitches.

C a n  n o t  m a ke 
buttonholes and 
d o e s  n o t  h ave 
other functions.

Coverstitch

Specialized 
neatening of hems.

Professional  look 
neatening over stitch 
and two l ines of 
hemming as seen on 
T-shirts.

Cannot gatheror 
make decorative 
stitches, but 
neatens hems 
professionally.

Can not make 
buttonholes.
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Transportation to Chapter 
Events a Problem?

— We have a possible solution...
We realize some of our members may not drive 
or currently have a medical condition that 
prohibits them from driving for a period of time. 
When we are able to have events again, the STS 
- Saskatoon Chapter has initiated a trial program 
to provide transportation to Daytime Chapter 
events. We would like to offer a taxi voucher for 
a return trip to a daytime Chapter Event for these 
members.  A member is limited to one event/
year and vouchers will be dispersed on a first 
come basis. If you need more information or are 
interested in receiving a voucher, please request 
an application form by sending an email to: 
STS.Saskatoon@gmail.com or call Judy at
 306-955-0026.  

Return your application to:  STS.Saskatoon@gmail.
com or mail to: J. Pidskalny, 111 Costigan Road, 
Saskatoon, SK  S7J 3P5.

2020 STS Chapter Events and Meeting Dates 

Executive Meetings and Chapter Events have 
been placed on hold until it is safe to meet and we are 
able to book Eamer Auditorium.

Chapter Events take place in Eamer Auditorium, STF 
Building. There is no admission charge for events 
except the banquets. Friends and family welcome at 
all Chapter Events.

All STS Events and Meetings are Scent Free!

Interested in Serving on your Executive?  
Contact: Eileen Deneiko, eileen.deneiko@
sasktel.net or Lyle Markowski, lylemark@
sasktel.net

COVID-19 continues to cause many Activities and Events to be placed 
on hold... please look for notices and updates from our Email Co-chairs, 
Bonnie & Roland, on our web page and our Facebook page.

      Telephone Committee 
“Our hearts cry out in COVID. How long? 

How far? How much more? Just rise up and 
continue on!” Nicole Williams

  We have been doing that with our telephoning 
committee these past few months. 
  By September 2020 we had welcomed 96 new 
members to our Chapter for the school year 
September 2019-2020. Eighty-six of these were new 
retirees while the other ten were transfers from 
other Chapters or surviving spouses. To October 31, 
2020 we have now welcomed six new members to 
our Chapter for this year. 
  This year our telephoning committee consisting 
of two co-chairs, two captains and six telephoners 
are calling 51 retirees, without email contact. All 
our new packages were mailed in September 2020.   
  Many of our telephone committee phoners have 
been calling “their people” just to keep in touch 
through COVID, as we all know how uplifting a simple 
phone call can be in your day. Since many of our 
activities are “on hold” for now, it still is nice to keep 
in touch. I wish to thank our committee for this lovely 
and caring gesture. 
  So, we “continue on”. Hopefully, you are all safe, 
healthy and ready to happily greet us in person soon 
at some of our events, whenever we can. 
  If you have any questions or would like to be a part 
of our phoning or email lists, give Leslie or myself 
(Lois) a call.

Telephone Co-chairs: 
 Lois Pyne - 306-978-8248
 Leslie Sichello - 306-477-2839

Check us out on Facebook!
Superannuated Teachers of Saskatchewan –  
Saskatoon Chapter or on our website   
www.sts-saskatoon.ca
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Brunch with the Bunch

Socials

AGM Activities

Chapter Events

Banquets
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2019-2021 STS – Saskatoon Chapter Executive
President Eileen Deneiko 306-477-0989
Past President Kim Newlove 306-374-1149
Vice President Lyle Markowski 306-371-2761
Secretary Linda Ashley 306-955-2498
Secretary Assistant Donna McTavish 306-270-4497
Treasurer Judy Pidskalny 306-955-0026
Assistant Treasurer Irma Kittelson 306-934-0881
 
Standing Committees
Activities Co-Chair Lyle Markowski 306-371-2761
Activities Co-Chair Darlene Danyliw 306-249-4494
Activities - Groups Elaine Broughton 306-242-3205
Archives Stella Shulhan 306-242-9411
Cards Co-Chair Pat Orchard 306-373-9905
Cards Co-Chair Gladys Somerville 306-242-6668
Email Co-Chair Bonnie Semenoff 306-931-1196
Email Co-Chair Roland Nordick 306-934-4948
Membership/Directory 
Co-Chair Zonia Krushelniski 306-384-6384
Co-Chair Sadie Urban 306-343-6451
Membership Recognition 
Co-Chair Kim Newlove 306-374-1149 
Co-Chair Phyllis Wilson 306-979-0684
Program 
Co-Chair Peter Stroh 306-374-3543
Co-Chair Freda Robinson 306-374-6722

PR/Advocacy/Resolutions

Co-Chair Margaret Martin 306-373-4433 
Co-Chair Randy Danyliw 306-249-4494

Registration
Co-Chair Diane Selby 306-373-0080
Co-Chair Joan Hickie 306-373-0385
Social 
Co-Chair Cecile Martell 306-934-5849 
Co-Chair Corinne Sturby 306-955-9008
Special Occasions Committee 
Co-Chair Loretta Metzger 306-382-6769
Co-Chair Kaye Wolfater 306-651-0153 
STS Liaison Jane Isinger   306-933-2927
Telephoning 
Co-Chair Lois Pyne 306-978-8248
Co-Chair Leslie Sichello 306-477-2839 
 The Voice Editor Darlene Danyliw 306-249-4494 
The Voice Assistant Editor Ardelle Chicilo 306-649-2858  
Visiting Co-Chair Shirley Henderson  306-374-5388 
Visiting Co-Chair Carol Shanner 306-374-8415 
Website/Mail Labeling Irma Kittelson 306-934-0881
Ad Hoc Editorial Committee:
Margaret Martin, Irma Kittelson, Lyle Markowski

Provincial Executive Members from Saskatoon Chapter:
Councillor Jane Isinger   306-933-2927
Members At Large Lyle Markowski 306-371-2761

Executive Secretary  Murray Wall  306-373-3879
STS Office Colleen Bailey 306-373-3879 
 Heather Hase 306-373-3879
 MJ Kripps 306-373-3879

www.sts.sk.ca

 
www.sts-saskatoon.ca

Note: If you have requested 
a mailed copy, only one copy 
is sent to households where 
both spouses are members.   

To have THE Voice mailed to you,  please contact Irma @ ijkitt@sasktel.net 
All editions of THE Voice are available online at www.sts-saskatoon.ca

Disclaimer of Content 
All reports in THE Voice, excluding Executive 
reports, represent the information and 
opinions of the authors and not necessarily 
those of the STS Saskatoon Chapter.

Website: www.sts-saskatoon.ca
Email: stsvoiceeditor@gmail.com

Social 
Distance
Stay Safe!


